Summary &mdash; Previous investigations into the reproduction of Varroa jacobsoni mites have been based on the premise that the first-laid egg develops into a female and the second into a male. With cytological examination of eggs we can prove that the first egg with rr7 is male and the second egg with 2n=14 is female. With this knowledge, the data from Ifantidis (1983) regarding the minimum duration of development can be recalculated : 6.9 days for males and 6.2 days for females. Each female mite within the worker brood of A. m. camica can produce, apart from 1 male, up to three adult daughters per reproduction cycle.
Introduction
Each fertile female mite of Varroa jacobsoni Oud. usually produces only one male amongst a variable number of females within one reproduction cycle (ifantidis, 1983) . Males develop from an unfertilised egg with a set of n=7 chromosomes.
Females, on the other hand, show a set of 2n=14 chromosomes (Steiner et aL, 1982 ; De Ruijter and Pappas, 1983) .
Until now, investigations into the reproduction of V. jacobsoni have always been based on the assumption that the first-laid egg was female and the second male. In these investigations either cytological determination of sex was not carried out (ifantidis, 1983) , or the methodology precluded establishment of the exact order of the egg being investigated (De Ruijter and Pappas, 1983 (Nicoletti, 1959 (Sachs, 1984) .
Results
The results of the cytological examinations of the eggs dissected from the different mites indicate that the first egg is more frequently male and the second and third eggs are female (Table II) .
Discussion
Assuming that the first egg is female and the second egg male, lfantidis (1983) (Fig. 1 B) 
